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A message from the Parish Priest
Fr. Ani Xavier OFM. Cap.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus,

As we journey through the season of lent 
and step into the holy week of the liturgical year 
anticipating the Easter Sunday, let us take a moment 
to reflect once more on the glorious mystery of 
resurrection. 

In his second letter to Corinthians chapter 5, St. Paul 
says “He indeed died for all, so that those who live might no longer live 
for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised”. Our 
journey in the footsteps of Calvary should help us to identify ourselves 
with Jesus who was crucified, died and buried. With this identity in 
submission of our lives united with the sacrifice of Christ, we are called 
to re-establish ourselves in His glorious resurrection. 

In today’s world, we have our own shares of burden, thoughts of anxiety, 
realities of sickness, weight of sins. Our life with all the fragilities of 
pain, hopeless situations, endless tunnels, bottomless pits and visionless 
future are to be sacrificed at the altar of Mount Calvary. When we bring 
in these and empty them at the foot of the cross of Christ, we can reclaim 
the victory that Christ brought for each of us by the shedding of His 
blood. We can, with all right experience our heirship in the kingdom of 
God.

You may be going through the high and low tides of an unpredictable life. 
But remember that Christ is there in the boat of your journey. He knows 
how to take you safe to the other side, He knows how to calm the storm. 
All that you need to do is this, to offer every area of your life to Jesus and 
experience the stillness of the sovereignty of Christ in your Life. 

Be still and know that He is the Lord who suffered for every disobedience 
of yours. Be still and know that He bore all your pains. Be still and know 
that you are buried with Him. Be still and experience the resurrection 
of your Spirit right these days along with Jesus. Experience that glory 
of being resurrected in silence of your heart. After the passion of our 
Lord, there was a calm Saturday before the glorious Sunday. During the 
remaining days of the Lent 2019, stay calm in Jesus and experience Him 
in every part of your life. 

“So whoever is in Christ is a new creation: the old things have passed 
away; behold, new things have come.” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Our experience during this liturgical season of Lent and Easter calls us 
to make the above verse come live in our daily life. We are called to be 
a new creation. When we are in Christ Jesus, we become completely 
new. Laying out our old self in the sacramental confession, clothed in 
the glory of God’s Spirit, renewing our baptismal vows, strengthened by 
the banquet of the Lord’s supper, taking the Word of God as our leading 
light, Let our thoughts, words and actions be new this Easter and forever. 
Let us wait in silence along with Mary our Mother, contemplating on the 
passion of Christ and experiencing the glory of the risen Lord.

By His holy and glorious wounds, May Christ the Lord guard us and 
protect us. Amen. 

Easter is the greatest feast celebrated by Christians worldwide. 
After Lent - a 40 day preparatory period of prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving, we prepare ourselves to die spiritually with Christ on 
Good Friday so that we can rise again with Him as a new creation on 
Easter.  On Easter Sunday, Christians all over the world celebrate 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead - through His death 
He conquered death. 1Cor 15:17 St. Paul wrote “unless Christ rose 
from the dead, our faith is in vain”.  Whoever shares the faith of the 
apostles has accepted His Resurrection. 

The truth of Jesus’ divinity is confirmed by His Resurrection 
(CCC653).  With the resurrection of Christ, God’s Kingdom is 
established on earth, in the form of the Church.  New life began on 
Easter Sunday.  

The First thing Jesus did after His resurrection was to allow people 
to see Him and feel him, this was to confirm His resurrection and 
that He still exists.  This strengthened the faith of His apostles and 
His followers. The risen Jesus appeared to the women who came 
to the tomb early on Easter morning with a message to be shared 
with His disciples telling them, “Do not fear, let them go to Galilee” 
Mt 28:10. As Pope Francis points out (in his Easter homily of 2014) 
that Galilee is the place where the disciples were first called by 
Jesus to leave everything and follow Him, which they did.  After the 
death of Jesus, the disciples were scared and uncertain of what lies 
instore for them, their faith was shaken. At the resurrection Jesus 
called them again to return to Galilee, the place where it all began, 
the place where He would meet them again.  To return to Galilee 
was to rekindle their faith, hope, love and zeal for their Master. 

The risen Jesus calls us all this Easter to go to Galilee, i.e. to 
rekindle & relive the personal encounter we had with Him months 
or years ago, the moment He looked at you and made you realize 
that He loves you.  To listen to His call to follow him and share 
in His mission.  To receive the fire which Jesus has kindled in the 
world and to bring that fire to all people, to very ends of the earth. 

Easter isn’t a spiritual event that happened just once long long ago; 
we do not say “Christ has risen” but “Christ is risen” because He 
rose, body and soul and is still alive and with us today. So let us 
listen to His call and fearlessly go to Galilee, the place where our 
Master will meet us… Are we prepared?

In this Year of Tolerance, may we be blest this Easter season, to live 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit not only in our homes or our communities 
but with all our brothers & sisters around us. 

Nicole D’Souza



The Risen Lord
- Evangeline Jose

For us to be free from sin,
Was the Son of God born in an inn,
With thirty-three years of life ahead,
Crucified with a crown on his head.

He lay on the cross,
At the ninth hour came the great loss,
Joseph of Arimathea lent the tomb,
For the great Saviour born of a woman’s womb.

But behold, three days later,
Life was given back still greater,
Jesus was risen from the dead,
Just as the prophecies had said.

He gave new life, new hope,
Peter was appointed Pope,
The very basis of the Gospels,
The Good News spread by the apostles.

Resurrection is the reason for our belief,
Possess more joy, lessen the grief,
Easter is the season to rejoice,
Shout out with all your voice,
To tell all the world is our duty,
Of an occurrence ever so full of beauty!
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Church Events

Apr 3 : Bishop Paul arrives for pastoral visit
Apr 3 : Holy mass in Beda Zayed at 8.00 pm – Bishop Paul
Apr 4 : Pastoral visit inaugural mass at 7.15 pm in
Apr 5 : Confirmation mass at 5.00 pm
Apr 6 : Confirmation mass in Ruwais at 6.00 pm
Apr 7 : Pastoral Visit concluding mass at 7.00 pm
Apr 8-11 : English Lenten Mission
Apr 12 : Mary’s Meal, organised by Catechism dept.
Apr 13 : Confession for 1st Holy Communion Children
Apr 13 : Bishop Paul meets Prayer group Coordinators in Abu Dhabi 

Apr 14 : Palm Sunday
Apr 14 : Fr. Abraham’s Ordination Anniversary
Apr 15-17 : confessions for parishioners
Apr 16 : Chrism mass in St. Joseph’s Church
Apr 18 : Maundy Thursday
Apr 19 : Good Friday
Apr 20 : Holy Saturday
Apr 21 : Easter Sunday
Apr 22 : Bishop Paul clebrates his Birthday
Apr 26 : 1st Holy Communion
Apr 28 : Divine Mercy Sunday 
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